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EDITORIAL 


Mandatory Retirement? 


No one wants to be ordered around or told what to do. But, laws are made 
to protect us from ourselves, as well as others. In its current operation, pro 
wrestling allows a wrestler to keep going forever. Some heartless promoters 
see this as fair substitute for a retirement plan. True, there are some older 
wrestlers who are in great shape and deserve to wrestle. However, there are 
several older men (and women) who are way past their athletic prime. 

Older wrestlers do a disservice to our sport. They stay in the ratings and 
prevent younger ones from moving up. These older wrestlers also tempt 
fate, and their deaths or injuries will only help those already wishing to 
abolish pro wrestling. We suggest at the age of 40, a wrestler be called in 
for a physical. Doctors will judge whether or not he is able to continue his 
career. Each case would be decided upon individually, and follow-up exams 
would be given annually. 

All three major alliances could easily afford such a program. Their 
findings and decisions would then be passed on to the smaller 
independents to follow suit. 

Mike Bellew 
Managing Editor 
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IN DEFENSE OF THE WWF 


By Mike O’Hara & Mike Bellew 


Like it or not, when you talk 
about pro wrestling today you're 
referring to Vince McMahon Jr. No 
other promoter in history has ever 
personally influenced the sport as 
has he. Under McMahon's direc- 
tion, the WWF is no longer just a 
regional alliance with a token world 
champion. For better or worse, he 
has broken apart the long-standing 
territorial boundries of NWA and 
AWA. 

From some two-dozen wrestlers 
under contract in the Sixties, the 
WWF (formerly the WWWF) has 
grown to include a roster of roughly 
200 mat stars. Loyal AWA-NWA 
grapplers such as Jack and Jerry 
Brisco, Jesse Ventura, the Junk- 
yard Dog, Roddy Piper, Paul Orn- 
dorff and Barry Windham were all 
eager to join the WWF following 
the amazing success of champ 
Hulk Hogan. With Vince McMa- 
hon, a wrestler has the chance to 
earn additional income with com- 
mercial endorsements and movie 
roles. 

Using cable outlets and local 
super-stations, the WWF has whet 
the appetites of fans across the 
country, reaching over six-million 
households. This Is a far cry from 
the days when the Federation was 
only seen on a few Spanish-speak- 
ing UHF stations. Television time 
doesn’t come cheap, and McMa- 
hon obviously believes in spending 
money to make money. Since his 
shows and cards are now seen in 
other territories, outside promoters 
see him as a threat to the estab- 
lished system. They preferred it 
when the WWF stayed on the East 
coast and they ruled the lion’s 
share. 

lt’s true that McMahon has 
ended the free-flow of wrestlers 
between the three alliances. He 
expects his wrestlers to stay with 
him while he markets dolls and 
toys made in their likenesses. His 
two sets of WWF dolls were big 
sellers last Christmas , far out- 
selling the collection of AWA char- 
acters. Interesting to note in the 
New York City area, the WWF's 
Wrestling Album is ranked 7 of the 
top 20 selling LP’s in the area. 

The Videos have also done very 
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well. He also has a new board 
game and sets of puzzles out by 
the Milton Bradley Company, & 7 - 
11, the nationwide convenience 
store, has the WWF wrestlers on a 
plastic drinking cup free with every 
32 oz. order of Pepsi! Some purists 
believe McMahon has put hype 
and money above wrestling ability. 
They believe Vince is over-using 
Hulk Hogan, Roddy Piper and 
Paul Orndorff, while neglecting 
talented wrestlers like the British 
Bulldogs. 

You might expect a wrestling 
magazine to bear a grudge with 


Vince McMahon Jr. Afterall, the 
WWF has barred outside reporters 
and photographers from ringside. 
The Federation will not permit 
anyone, but their own people to 
‘Officially’ cover their cards. This 
has made other magazines drop or 
limit their WWF coverage. WRES- 
TLING EYE’s opinion is that Mc- 
Mahon is infringing on the First 
Amendment and the rights of a 
Free Press. However, at the same 
time, he is the promoter and has 
legal rights of ownership which we 
must respect. He can ban who he 
sees fit to. If anything, Vince has 


= 


Hogan (here, against Mr. Saito) ushered in the ‘video era of the WWF 
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Jimmy Brunzell is one of the 200 mat starts with the WWF. 
Vince McMahon Jr. shares the spotlight with ex-champ, Bruno Sammartino. 
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created more enemies rather then 
silencing his critics. 

Some performers are starting to 
come out and speak against the 
unfair labor practices of various 
wrestling groups. Wrestlers such 
as Eddie Mansfield, Ron ‘‘Magnifi- 
cent Zulu” Pope, Jim Wilson, 
Bearcat Wright, Rock Hunter and 
Thunderbolt Patterson have 
painted a pretty depressing picture 
of what goes on in the business of 
wrestling as a professional. So far, 
there have been no accusations 
pointed at the WWF camp. 

Here's a point to ponder—if 
wrestlers are being treated fairly 
and paid well, why are so many of 
them “jumping ship” to the WWF 
when the opportunity presents 
itself? Why are many of the youn- 
ger grapplers leaving promotions 
to work for the WWF in direct op- 
position to the promoters who, in 
most cases, trained them and 
gave them their first break in the 
ring? As for the established wres- 
tlers, many have signed with WWF 
because the money was too good 
to pass up. While wrestlers have a 
longer career span than a boxer or 
football player, they are also in 
short term professions and must 
make as much as they can while 
they can. 

At 39, Vince is a third-generation 
sports promoter. His grandfather, 
Jesses, formed the first boxing 
card ever presented at Madison 
Square Garden. Vince McMahon 
or., started his career as a pro- 
ducer/promoter in 1955. He also 
worked as the Garden's wrestling 
matchmaker during the Fifties. In 
1963, McMahon Sr. organized the 
World Wide Wrestling Federation 
with Buddy ‘Nature Boy’ Rogers 
as it’s first heavyweight champ. 
Vince Jr. took control after his fa- 
ther’s death. Insiders, like pro- 
moters Bob Giegel, Baba, Mike 
Graham and Verne Gagne frown 
upon Vince's lack of actual wres- 
tling experience. ‘| wanted to 
(wrestle), said McMahon in the 
Globe interview. ‘But, my dad 
wanted me to do something else. 
Any form of sports entertainment 
can be risky and he wanted some- 
thing better for me. He was ada- 
mantly opposed to it. It was some- 
thing along the lines of over my 
dead body.’ 

‘| really wanted to participate in 

some fashion, and during the sum- 


The man behind the mike is also the man behind the scene. 
Vince (here, with Lou Albano) is a third-generation wrestling promoter. 


mer | began putting up wrestling 
rings, taking tickets and so on! 

In 1979, McMahon, while still 
handling his role as TV commenta- 
tor, began promoting rock concerts 
in New England. In doing so, he 
noticed the similarities between 
rock bands and wrestlers. Both 
used heavy symbolism, outlandish 
costumes and both appealed to 
teenagers. This mental image 
stayed with Vince when he as- 
sumed control of the WWE in 
1982. His matches would rely on 
young wrestlers and rock music. 
Aside from signing Hulk Hogan, 
McMahon was the first to gain 
access to MTV. His top wrestlers 
all had theme songs. For example, 
Hulk had ‘Eye of the Tiger’, Ro- 
tundo and Windham marched to 
‘Born In The U.S.A.’ and Wendi 
Richter told us all, ‘Girls Just Want 
to Have Fun’. Older fans might 
have been turned off, but more 
fans tuned in. 

This has erupted into a hornet’s 


nest of controversy with the WWF's 
attempt at linking wrestling with 
other unrelated mediums of enter- 
tainment such as rock music and 
children’s animated programming. 
However from an objective’stand- 
point, the WWF has aright to try 
and expand its market with wider * 
demographics as they see fit. 

Change is essential to survival. 
Those that can adapt live on and 
grow stronger, those who can't, 
perish. A hundred-years ago, 
Frank Gotch and Farmer Burns 
held each other in hammerlocks 
and cross-body cradles for hours. 
Then Londos and Lewis speeded- 
up the action with snapmares and 
airplanes-spins. Antonio Rocca 
brought in drop-kicks. Bronko Na- 
gurski added body tackles and 
brawling. Gorgeous George was a 
showman and so is Vince McMa- 
hon. A promoter can only do what 
the fans allow. Ticket sales prove 
you, the fan, approve and so we 
defend the WWF. 
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MAGNUM T.A. 


Is He Just Another Dusty Rhodes? 


By Mike Bellew 


In appearances, Magnum Terry 
Allen and Dusty Rhodes are miles 
apart. They have as much in com- 
mon as New York and L.A. One 
man’s body is a temple to condi- 
tioning, while the other's is an 
overstuffed warehouse. T.A.’s pro- 
file is sharp and handsome, 
Rhodes’ chubby cheeks are any- 
thing but. Still, aside from the out- 
side framework, both men are 
chums. 

As good as they are, they ain't 
good enough. A few issues ago, 
WRESTLING EYE reported pro- 
moters were tired of giving Dusty 
Rhodes title shots. We said that no 
matter how many times Rhodes 
wrestles Flair, the results will al- 
ways be predictable. And after a 
score of rematches, most folks 
agree—Dusty Rhodes will never 
win a clear victory over Ric Flair. 
He will never, not now or ever, be 
able to take Ric’s precious ‘10 
pounds of gold’. 

Unfortunately, the same can be 
said for Terry Allen. Like Dusty, 
Magnum has had numerous 0cCa- 
sions to prove himself against 
Flair. All across the country, last 
year, Flair and his new nemesis 
battled in a violent roadshow. Mag- 
num had the champ holding on for 
dear life. He had done his home- 
work for these matches. He knew 
how to counter the horrible Figure- 
4: how to duck those devastating 
judo chops; and above all, how to 
survive. Yet, if fans were looking 
for an evenly matched series such 
as Brisco-Funk, Sammartino-Mo- 
rales, or Thesz-Rogers, they were 
indeed disappointed. 

Throughout each melee, Flair’s 
confidence was supreme. He had 
been this route many times before, 
and knew well the outcome. A few 
years ago, many thought Flair was 
ducking the 6’1’’—235-pound 
wrestler from Norfolk, Virginia. 
Today, most fans would agree Terry 
Allen doesn’t have the experience 
to be champ. 

To win the world championship 
you must think clearly. You must 
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The leather-clad U.S. champ eyes another crack at the NWA world championship. 


put aside revenge or memories of 
past grudges. You can't go into the 
square-circle set on punishing the 
world champ. Rather, you look to 
catch him off guard. Trip him up 
and grab the momentum. Dusty 
Rhodes has never understood this. 
Every time the big Texan wrestled 
Ric Flair, he inevitably confused 
revenge with winning. When Dusty 


looks across the ring at Ric, he 
sees the enemy, not the champ. 

Magnum is also making this 
tragic mistake. Past feuds with the 
NWA world champ and his bounty 
hunters have blurred Terry’s vision. 
He thinks in terms of getting even, 
of teaching Flair respect. Playing 
the avenging angel has major 
drawbacks. 


é 


Will Terry Allen ever hold Flair's ‘10 pounds of gold’? 
Our opinion is mixed. 
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Ric smiles as he tortures T.A. in an abdominal stretch. Rematch after rematch, Flair remains the champ. 
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Past grudges and feuds have blurred Magnum’s view. He’s out to hurt Rick Flair, not win the belt. 


However, this scenario can be 
altered. Magnum Terry Allen 
doesn't have to repeat the mis- 
takes of his recent past. He’s no 
old dog, and new tricks can be 
learned. Once he puts aside all the 
negative vibes that come from 
seeking revenge, he'll be a 100% 
better wrestler. Dusty’s dilemma is 
much deeper. Too much water has 
gone under the bridge for Rhodes 
to think differently of his arch-rival. 


For Rhodes, a new champ would 
mean a Clean slate. Perhaps the 
new champ might be Terry Allen? 

A Rhodes-Allen match would be 
great. Magnum’s superb condition- 
ing would offset Rhodes’ experi- 
ence of twenty years. Like a sleek 
jaguar pitted against a monstrous 
grizzly bear, T.A. would be at his 
cunning best. Until either man 
beats Flair, it’s just a bout between 
two leading contenders. 


The one missing element in 
Magnum’s make up is the killer 
instinct. He’s just too mild-man- 
nered, too polite for achamp who 
will use any trick in the book to 
remain champ. Flair is not above 
pulling on his opponents for extra 
leverage, or putting his feet on the 
second strand for balance: T.A. 
has never resorted to this. Such 
honesty puts Terry on the short 
end of a very big stick. 
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By Ed Garea 


lt is certainly no secret that wres- 
tling has received a huge media 
explosion over the past two years. 
It is also certainly no secret that 
the main beneficiary of this explo- 
sion has been Vince McMahon 
and the WWF. But until recently, 
the best-kept secret in wrestling 
has been the promotions of the 
Crockett family. While McMahon 
had the most hyped media event 
with Wrestlemania, Crockett and 
his Starcade '85 was actually more 


successful than McMahon in terms * 


of gate receipts, even though he 
used one-fourth the publicity that 
McMahon used. Yet, the media 
seem to ignore Crockett; he re- 
mains for most a purely southern 
phenomenon. 

For many years, the Crockett 
promotions were a strictly southern 
phenomenon. Founded by the late 
Jim Crockett Sr. in 1935, the pro- 
motions centered mainly in North 
Carolina, later expanding to South 
Carolina and Virginia. It was a 
steady, quiet promotion, and one 
of the more successful in America; 
good attendance, strong local 
stars, and a sense of what the 
wrestling public wanted were the 
trademarks of the promotion. In 
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the Sixties there was an attempt by 
Crockett to invade the WWF, with 
the frontpiece of the invasion being 
headed by Antonio Rocca. This 
effort came to naught, reasons 
being the failure to secure a large 
arena (having to settle for Sunny- 
side Gardens) and the relative 
unfamiliarity of the Crockett wres- 
tlers. (This before the era of cable 
TV and the matches that never 
stop.) Accepting defeat, Crockett 
retreated to the safety of the Caroli- 
nas and continued to develop their 


ee Among the stars in the Six- 


ies were Rip Hawk and Swede 
Hanson, the Anderson brothers, 
Wahoo McDaniel, Klondyke Bill, 
Nelson Royal, and George and 
Sandy Scott. In the Seventies, 
such stars as Greg Valentine, 
Ricky Steamboat, Jay Youngblood, 
and, of course, Ric Flair developed 
in the area. 

With the expansion of the WWF. 
the Crockett promotions (now un- 
der the leadership of Jim Crockett 
Jr.) decided to expand also. First, 
they bought Georgia Champion- 
ship Wrestling from Ole Anderson, 
then won a spot on TBS from Ted 
Turner, who was looking for a 
southern-flavored wrestling show 


The King and Queen of Georgia Wrestling—Ric Flair and Ladies contender, Debbie Combs. 


that would continue in the tradition 
of the Georgia show before the 
WWE bought it. With a national TV 
show in production, they were 
ready to fight back against the 
WWF. Using a combination of 
shows and agreements with local 
promoters, Crockett has struck 
back at the WWF, even to the point 
of invading the home turf of the 
WWF, the Northeast. How suc- 
cessful have they been so far? 
Results vary; attendance in Phila- 
delphia is equal to that of the 
WWF, while attendance at the 
Meadowlands Arena in New Jersey 
is lower, but the WWF cards have 
been no great shakes in the realm 
of fan support either. 

However, the best fight is yet to 
come. Recently, Crockett filed a 
multimillion dollar anti-trust suit 
against the WWF and various are- 
nas, such as the Philadelphia 
Spectrum and the Nassau Coli- 
seum over their practice of exclu- 
Sive tenancy. How this suit will fare 
In court is anyone’s guess; it will 
take years to be resolved. But it is 
a blow against a seemingly unstop- 
pable empire; at least in the eyes 
of the media. It will be a classic 
fight: the goliath WWF against the 


equally huge, but still unknown, 
Crockett Promotions; still the best- 
kept secret in wrestling, and sports 
as well. 

Following is a survey of the stars 
who toil for Crockett: 

RIC FLAIR: The current NWA 
champion and one of the best 
grapplers in the game today, or 
ever, for that matter. Well versed in 
all techniques, from strictly scien- 
tific to out-and-out brawling. Works 
better with a technician than a 
brawler, but pitted against the likes 
of Rhodes and Magnum gives him 
little chance to show his technique. 
Decision to turn him into a heel in 
his home area not a good one as 
far the fans are concerned; still 
retains his tremendous popularity. 
Will remain as champ for the for- 
seeable future as there is no one 
on the horizon with his combina- 
tion of ability and charisma. 

MAGNUM TA: Began as prelim 
babyface in Florida. Changed im- 
age to Magnum during stay in Mid- 
South. Current U.S. title-holder, 
not one of the great technical wres- 
tlers, but a hard worker. 

DUSTY RHODES: A legend in 
his own time; currently the booker 
for the Crockett promotions. He 
shows signs of decline. Wants one 
last fling as NWA champion des- 
perately, but unable to obtain belt. 
Age will keep him from being 
champion. 

NATURE BOY’ BUDDY LAN- 
DELL: This Ric Flair type, will get 
the big push in 86. Won National 
belt from Terry Taylor during Star- 
cade, though Terry gave Landell all 
he could handle. 

ROCK ‘N’ ROLL EXPRESS: 
Rick Morton and Robert Gibson. 
Two hard workers who have caught 
on tremendously with the fans, 
especially those of the female 
variety. Work well together, well 
enough to be NWA World Tag 
Champions. Bring excitement to 
even television matches. 

OLE AND ARN ANDERSON: 
Ole a veteran of many years in the 
game. Arn a relative newcomer. 
Used as “cousins” to back Ric 
Flair in his feud with Dusty 
Rhodes. Current National Tag 
champs; good when wrestling 
against a team that equates them. 

TULLY BLANCHARD: Good, 
solid grappler, but not charismatic. 
Proof positive of this is the need 
for a valet in the form of Baby Doll. 
Tully does possess talent; could 


: 
. 
: 
: 
: 


Tommy Rich won and lost his NWA championship on Georgia television. 


anyone else have beat Magnum TA 
in those gruelling “I quit” 
matches? 

BABY DOLL: Wrestled during 
the Seventies as Tanya West; in 
real life the daughter of former 
wrestler Nick Roberts. Known now 
as Tully Blanchard’s valet. By the 
time this article hits the stand, she 
could have left Tully for Nature Boy 
Buddy Landell. Her usefulness to 
the promotion is slightly under- 
rated, even by the Crocketts them- 
selves. During the summer of 
1985, she was lost to Dusty 
Rhodes for a month as part of a 
“bet” between Rhodes and Blan- 
chard. This led to a silly film clip 
describing her progress at least 
once a week until Tully regained 
her. She also interfered in Tully's 
match with Magnum which led to 
Tully capturing the belt from Mag- 
num, if only until Starcade. She 
will definitely play a large part this 
year. 

RONNIE GARVIN: This ring 
veteran is far better as a heel, and 
would draw twice the heat wres- 
tling as one. Involved in perhaps 
the silliest event in Starcade when 
he dressed in drag as ‘‘Sweet At- 


lanta Lively” and teamed with 
Jimmy Valiant against the Midnight 
Express. 

JIMMY ‘““BOOGIE-WOOGIE 
MAN” VALIANT: He goes from 
one gimmick to another, from using 
a baseball bat known as his “‘old 
lady,” to actually bringing in a 
valet to help (Real-life wife Felicia). 

THE MIDNIGHT EXPRESS: 
Bobby Eaton, Dennis Condrey, 
with Manager Jim Cornette. Easily 
the most underrated tag team in 
the territory, as well as the world. 
And probably the best, as far as 
ability goes, as well. The problem 
is, however, that no one seems to 
take them seriously. Besides being 
decent wrestlers and good heels, 
they also boast the best manager 
in wrestling in Jim Cornette, a man 
you Can truly love to hate. Perhaps 
by the time this article is published 
things will have changed and they 
will be in the big matches. 

IVAN KOLOFF: Seems as 
though he’s been around forever. 
Began in this territory in the mid- 
Sixties. Went to Canada and under 
the guidance of Tony Angelo, be- 
came lvan Koloff, Russian Warrior 
supreme. The rest is history. 
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Kruschev vs. Keirn—in an effort to combat the WWF, Crockett has co-promoted with Gary Justice of Pro USA. 


NIKITA KOLOFF: “Nephew” of 
lvan. The best looking athlete in 
wrestling. His repertoire consists 
entirely of punching and kicking, 
followed by the ‘‘Russian Sickle” 
clothesline to end the match. 

KRUSHER KRUSCHEV: Began 
as Crusher Darso in Georgia. Went 
to Mid-South under that monicker, 
but somehow metamorphorized 
into Krusher Krushev right in front 
of the fans. No matter, he’d be just 
as good as ‘John Smith”. Defin- 
itely the best worker of the Russian 
trio, and the most talented as well. 
A legitimate 280 Ibs., said to be 
working his way up to 320. Current 
holder of the Mid-Atlantic belt, won 
from Sam Houston in a runoff dur- 
ing Starcade. As he gains more 
experience, we here at the WRES- 
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TLING EYE look for big things 
from him. 

SAN HOUSTON: The real-life 
brother of Jake “the Snake” Ro- 
berts, Sam Houston began his 
career in Florida, moving later to 
the Crockett area. Much potential, 


needs a big push. But not to worry, 


with experience and the right 


build-up, he will be one of the com- 


ing superstars in the game. 

THE BARBARIAN: He js awe- 
some to behold, and this is what 
puts him over with the fans. But, in 
this area, what good is size when 
there already exists the likes of 
Nikita Koloff, Kruschev, and the 
Road Warriors? 

SUPERSTAR BILLY GRAHAM: 
A real ring veteran; Once held 
WWE title, as everyone knows and 


as a heel and switched to baby- 
face. Very charismatic; a true living 
legend. 

Before we went to press with this 
article, we have seen that Buddy 
Landell, who was to have been 
pushed, instead left the area, and 
wonder of wonders, Baby Doll 
switched allegiance as expected, 
but to Dusty Rhodes, who won the 
National title from Landell in New 
Mexico. Expect also new faces, in 
the form of Ted Di Biase and Steve 
Williams, the Batten Brothers, 
Crusher Blackwell, and the return 
of King Kong Bundy. 1986 may 
also see Ric Flair drop the title for 
awhile, perhaps to Nikita Koloff; at 
any rate, expect Nikita to hold 
some sort of singles title before the 
year Is out. 
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Keal Matches in Pro Ring 


LADY WRESTLING! 


Tape #101 Tape #102 Tape #103 
Non-stop Action! 
No shipping or mailing charge! 
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i Make all checks or money orders to: 
@ Send Check or money order. HOFFMAN’S AGENCY - 
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= California only add 6% sales tax 41; a 
i ps : San Diego, CA 92120 a 
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- ‘Buddy Adams—Holds the Virgin ia heavyweight beltin the UWA: Buddy has wrestled forthe IWA, Ae iCWand NWA. He turned pro 
n 


In 1976. He holds wins over Ronnie Garvin, Bob Orton Jr, Ron Wright, Ton : ‘Pistol’ 
a akat 2 Garvin, z : y Peters, Bob Roop and ‘Pistol 
_ other top contenders. A proud, scientific wrestler, Adams had held the championship for tires years. Pete Whaitley, among 
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Gary Austin—A fast, fan favorite. 


a 


The Spoilers (One & Two)—The masked men have wrestled as aa tag team since 1979. They're the current tag team champions for 
the UWA. Spoiler One (L) has been wrestling for three years and has held the heavyweight championship for a number of years. 
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BLOOD, SWEAT AND 


TEARS IN THE SQUARED 
CIRCLE 
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Violence has and always will be a necessary element in professional wrestling. Hawk and Animal are among the meanest wrestlers 
around. (Here, Hawk comes down on the Baron). . 
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Upon arrival at the sports audito- 
rium, the giant-like figure dons the 
uniform of his chosen profession. 
His name is called and he exits the 
dressing room, stopping briefly to 
check the laces on his boots. As 
he walks into the arena, his con- 
servative walk is quickly trans- 
formed into an aggressive strut. 

He enters the arena to the boos 
and jeers of the crowd. The hostil- 
ity of the audience has little effect 
on this towering figure as ‘he 
pauses to sneer and glare at a fan 
near ringside. After entering the 
ring, he stands in his corner scowl- 
ing at his opponent who is stand- 
ing at the opposite end of the ring 
signing autographs for fans. 

The bell rings and the behemoth 
attacks his opponent with the 
speed of acobra, employing a 
series of illegal maneuvers which 
render his opponent helpless. A 
long battle ensues as the action 
spills outside the ring and onto the 
cement floor. A loud crack echoes 
throughout the arena as a steel 
chair makes contact with a human 
skull, causing the smaller grappler 
to slip into unconsciousness. 

The victor leaves the ring smirk- 
ing and swaggers back to the 
dressing room, bombarded by 
empty beer cups, the heckling of 
the crowd ringing in his ears. He 
enters the dressing room, pro- 
tected now from the enraged fans. 
A professional wrestler has com- 
pleted another night’s work. The 
wrestler is but one of hundreds 
who tour the United States and 
abroad, making their living in just 
such a manner. Top stars wrestle 
as many as six days per week, and 
sometimes twice in one day, ina 
sport that has made a remarkable 
comeback due to cable television 
and the efforts of promoters Verne 
Gagne and Vince McMahon. 

Professional wrestling, which 
has been in existence longer than 
television itself, has, in the last 
three years, become the number 
one spectator sport in America. 
Wrestling shows are held every 
night of the week all over the world, 
and the super-arenas, such as 
Madison Square Garden, the 
Checkerdome and Chicago's 
Rosemont Horizon, house capacity 
crowds monthly. Approximately 10 
million fans, nearly half ranging in 
age from 18 to 34 years, will pay to 
see wrestling exhibitions in 1986, 


fey) stars—like Baron Von Rashke—wrestle as many as six days per week, 
and sometimes twice in one day. 


according to industry estimates. A 
survey in Advertising Age last year 
found that 14 per cent of those 
who watched wrestling attended 
college, 11 per cent were profes- 
sionals, and 13 per cent earned 
more than $40,000 per annum. 
Two out of five fans are women. 
As the above statistics indicate, 
wrestling attracts a larger and 
more diversified audience than its 
stereotyped crowd of screaming 
grannies and paper bag drunks. 
With endorsements from such 
celebrities as Cyndi Lauper, Kenny 
Loggins, Sly Stallone, Meatloaf 
and George Thorogood, it is now 
viewed more seriously as a power- 
ful force in entertainment. No 
longer is the classic viewer a mid- 
dle-aged man in a stained T-shirt 
drinking beer and laughing at 
fuzzy images on a UHF station on 
Sunday afternoons. Instead, wres- 
tling has become a “night out”’ for 
the family, a setting for a first date, 
and for many people, as regular an 
activity as washing the car on Sat- 


urday or cutting the grass. 

The mat game has become a 
rapidly growing seed in our culture. 
But why? Why has this show, 
which once garnered the atmo- 
sphere of acarnival, become a 
multi-million dollar industry? Re- 
cent articles on the wrestling ex- 
plosion have credited its success 
to a number of specific factors. 
Inclusive is the fact that there are 
more than 16 wrestling programs 
on cable television every week, 
and that pro-wrestling has no sea- 
son and runs all year around. It 
has also been said that wrestling is 
a grass roots sport, one that at- 
tracts millions of fans from all 
walks of life and from all age 
groups. 

Undoubtedly it is because of all 
of the points stated above and 
many more, but especially one 
more. Much of pro-wresitling’s 
popularity is a result of the vio- 
lence which takes place on tele- 
vised bouts and in live matches at 
arenas. The misconceptions that 
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A match between behemoths Jerry Blackwell and Kimala can dispel any misconceptions about pro wrestling. 
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violent acts in pro-wrestling are no 
more than blood capsules and 
break-away chairs can be dispelled 
by attending a card. The blood is 
real and the injuries can end ca- 
reers. 

Granted, the matches often 
seem predictable, especially those 
shown on television which match 
poorly trained rookies against 
experienced contenders. But it is 
the excessive violence which oc- 
curs in most main events that 
draws the fans to the arenas. 
Where else but in pro-wrestling 
Can you see a man crack a Steel 
chair over an opponent's head or 
back? Or see chain, cage, 
chicken-wire, handcuff and strap 
matches? And only in pro-wrestling 
can you witness men throwing fire 
at one another, and view competi- 
tors’ faces and bodies drenched in 
blood. And that’s rea/ blood! 

lt is the violence mentioned 
above, and depicted in the accom- 
panying photographs, that helps 
sell out 17,000-43,000 seat arenas 
and can transform a crowd bored 
with armlocks and headlocks into 
a near riot mob chanting “we want 
blood”. Most wrestling fans don’t 
feel they have received their 
money's worth unless a chair has 
been wielded or blood has been 
spilled. It is important to note that 
these fans are not a clique or 
members of any particular race or 
class. The fan clad is “‘grubbies” 
and sneakers who throws beer into 
the ring after what he considers an 
unfair decision, is usually sprayed 
with beer thrown by a man behind 
him, with a corresponding opinion, 
wearing a three-piece suit. The 
only difference between the two 
fans is that the former probably 
can't spell half the words he is 
heckling. 

The price wrestlers pay for creat- 
ing and partaking in this violence 
is high. Unlike participants in other 
full-contact sports such as-hockey 
and football, professional wrestlers 
engage in their activity without 
benefit of padding. A forehead 
laden with scar tissue, cauliflower 
ears, and aches and pains from 
previous broken bones, torn liga- 
ments and knee surgery are con- 
stant reminders of their grueling 
profession and hard-earned pay. 

Moreover, the violence and 
chaos of pro-wrestling is not lim- 
ited to the confines of the ring. 

Unruly fans frequently get so 
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caught up in the action that they 
end up hurting the wrestlers, other 
fans and themselves. Wrestlers 
have been doused with beer, hit 
with chairs and bottles, and have 
been stabbed and shot at during 
matches. Wrestlers John and Jerry 
Valiant were almost severely In- 
jured a few years ago in New York 
City when a group of angry fans 
attempted to overturn their taxi- 
cab as they departed Madison 
Square Garden. 

When they re not attacking wres- 
tlers, the fans often fight amongst 
themselves. A difference in opinion 
of a wrestling star has, on more 
than one occasion, turned intoa 
brawl that attracted more attention 
than the melee in the ring. Chica- 
go’s International Amphitheatre, 
an arena which housed over 600 
wrestling shows from 1949 to 
1985, was famous for just such an 
atmosphere of pandemonium. The 
beer bought during bouts was for 
throwing, and the free-for-alls 


Buck Zum Hofe and Steve Regal wrestle with the speed of cobras. 


which erupted in the ring ended up 
in the balconies and parking lots. 

Pro-wrestling’s formula of “‘ath- 
letic competition” and vidlence 
has created a concern among 
several lawmakers who seek to 
govern these exhibitions, Georgia 
State Rep. Dick Lane headed a 
committee which recently held 
hearings on pro-wrestling. 

Having studied pro-wrestling for 
10 years, and worked as.a wres- 
tling photographer for five, | know 
that despite the efforts of Ameri- 
cas lawmakers, pro wrestling will 
endure. The bad guys and the 
good guys will continue to battle, 
the fans who believe will come to 
worship their heroes, and the ones 
who don't believe will still enjoy the 
show and wonder if it’s on the up- 
and-up and never really know. In 
any case, violence has and always 
will be a necessary element in 
professional wrestling. It is as 
much a part of the mat game as 
the shouts and ieers of the crowd. 
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DUSTY RHO 


When heels like Bob Roop (seen here) get out of line, Dusty 
issureto appear. Under the NWA banner of Mike Graham, 


Rhodes helped rid Florida of Kevin Sullivan and Mark Lewin. 
The State of Florida holds a special place in Rhodes* heart. 
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eriods of Rhodes’ life are those two times he held the worldtitle. A fightin’ champ, Rhodes wrestled all challengers— 
lair, Bob Orton Jr., Terry Funk and Harley Race. Here, Dusty plays it cool with Gordon Solie. 
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LES there anyone who hasn't seen Rhodes 
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Lumped together, Terry, Michael 
and Buddy are 800 pounds of hos- 
tile southern hospitality. A three- 
some who rate right up there with 
Moe, Larry, and Curly; Jack, Janet 
and Christie; or Huey, Duey and 
Louie. If you want to boo someone, 
boo the Freebirds. Not only are 
they rude and obnoxious, but 
ringwise, they ve got it all. 

Tags are quick and precise. In 
normal two-men tag team bouts, 
the third Freebird is the perfect 
outside distraction. Double-team- 
ing is their forte. Against the Road 
Warriors, the Freebirds were mag- 
nificent. Some folks will tell you 
how Animal pressed Terry Gordy 
overhead, or how the Hawk 
mopped the decks with Hayes’ 
blonde locks. But, who won? The 
Freebirds, that’s who. Kerry and 
Kevin Von Erich have had fits try- 
ing to pin down these fun-loving 

good ole boys. Sgt. Slaughter and 
Greg ‘Rambo’ Gagne are so far 
the Freebirds’ league, it isn't 
funny. The Koloffs have the power, 
teamwork and experience to test 
Michael, Buddy and Terry. How- 
ever, if the Rock ‘N’ Roll Express 
could beat Ivan and the boys, 
imagine what a complex form of 
life might do? 


The Freebirds relaxing before a match. Terry Gordy is on the left, Michael Hayes in the middle, and Buddy Roberts. 


The only way to beat the 
Freebirds is to ‘divide and con- 
quer’. Eliminate any one member 
and you've put a critical dent in 
their overall armor. Oust Terry 
Gordy and there goes the Muscle, 
the Power, the Arm. Wipe out Mi- 
chael Hayes—the Star, the 
Charmer, the Mastermind—and 
Gordy and Roberts are just an- 
other tag team. Buddy Roberts, 
he’s the Pro, Mr. Experience, the 
Ringer, without him the other two 
are rookies. Apart, the Fabulous 
Freebirds aren’t stiffs, but they 
aren't Super-stars either. 

A while ago it looked as if the 
Freebirds might break up. It seems 
Michael Hayes had been lured into 
individual action with the WWF. 
Unconfirmed reports have it that 
Hayes had been offered a record- 
ing contract if he signed with the 
WWF. David Wolfe, Cyndi Lauper’s 

boyfriend and record producer, 

was possibly interested in manag- 
ing Hayes and the Bad Street 
Band. The Band had minor suc- 
cess in the NWA, but Wolfe’s guid- 
ance meant a shot at EPIC Re- 
cords. Terry Gordy and Buddy 
Roberts agreed to go East with 
their teammate. 

Roberts and Gordy hated the 
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World Wide Wrestling Federation: 
their stay was short. After being 
‘under-used’—their words-Terry 
and Buddy split up, Gordy going to 
Japan and Roberts to Georgia. 
Haye’s musical career never got 
enough push, and he eventually 
returned to the NWA-AWA territo- 
ries. In Texas, the Freebirds-re- 
united against Kerry, Kevin and 
Mike. 

We live in an age of prima don- 
nas. Rock stars Madonna, Prince 
and Springstein get their way be- 
cause of their popularity. Prove the 
public will swallow your act and 
then set a price. No one in demand 
performs cheaply, and the 
Freebirds are no exception. Terry, 
Michael and Buddy are talented, 
and they know it. The key to their 
popularity, other than being clever 
rule-breakers, is the scarcity of 
their act. Like any superstars, the 
Freebirds know too many appear- 
ances will make them common- 
place and less-in-demand. 

The Freebirds will never bother 
with world tag team titles because 
of this. Titles mean mandatory 
defenses and that equals routine. 
Staying unpredictable keeps the 
Freebirds fresh. Opponents know 
this team will bluff and baffle them, 
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The Freebirds are one of the few tag teams who can go one-on-one with the Road Warriors. Here, Terry prepares to piledrive Hawk. 


but what they don’t know is how 
they'll accomplish it. Terry will out- 
muscle the enemy, Buddy will out- 
wrestle them and Michael will fake 
them out. 

The future for the Freebirds is 
uncertain, as they are. Their feud 
with the Road Warriors drove Hawk 
and Animal out of the Pro-USA 
circuit, leaving them without com- 
petition. Terry Gordy’s time is lim- 
ited due to commitments in Japan. 
Gordy was also injured and out-of- 
action after ‘Crusher’ Blackwell 
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slammed him on a concrete slab. 
Hayes has always been indepen- 
dent, and would like more cracks 
at Flair and Martel. Buddy Roberts 
has always been the anchor of the 
team. He’s the foundation which 
keeps Gordy and Hayes from split- 
ting up. A veteran of many teams, 
Buddy knows what to say and 
when to Say it. Petty arguments 
and questions of tactics are usu- 
ally left to him. If the Freebirds 
were to separate, Buddy would be 
the most hurt. 


# 


Both NWA team titles and AWA tag 
belts are held by rather weak 
teams. The Rock ‘N’ Roll Express 
and Regal-Garvin would be easy- 
pickings for the Freebirds. Still, if 
they win those two-men belts— 
what happens to the third man? 
Would they still be great without 
Hayes? Without Gordy would they 
be as strong? What would happen 
without Roberts’ years of experi- 
ence? All this remain to be seen. 

For now, the Fabulous Freebirds 
will continue to soar. 
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World Presents. 2 


VIDEO VIEWS 


Video Documentaries of Women Athietes 


Graciella Casillas “Golden Cat” “Olympia” 
World-Class Kick-Boxer Professional Wrestlers 
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| *VIDEQ VIEWS is a new company, producing the kind of ACTION tapes readers of this magazine will surely enjoy. | 

__ | There are companies specializing in wrestling tapes or in bodybuilding tapes, but we plan to combine the two sports | 
| by offering video features of top-name women athletes who compete in ALL of the strength sports. 
| This first ad features our first two offerings, video documentaries of world-class kick-boxer/martial artist Graciella | 
| Casillas and professional wrestlers “Olympia” and the “Golden Cat”. 
| Both tapes were shot with our professional-quality 3/4” equipment (most other companies use 1/2") for superior quality when | 


e reduced to 1/2° to play on your home video players. 


In the future we hope to produce tapes on arm-wrestlers, powerlifters, bodybuilders, etc., but in order to get on | 


_ | our mailing list for those videos, you must buy one of these two exciting tapes, described as follows: 


- | VIDEO VIEWS TAPE #1: Graciella Casillas—this tape runs almost 1 hour and contains Grace training in the gym, punching bag sequences, | 
| practicing with the swords, real kick-boxing action against a fellow female competitor, then a male. The tape ends with an interview with 
| Grace as she explains her feelings about her sport. 


} VIDEO VIEWS TAPE #2: Pro wrestlers “Olympia” and “Golden Cat’—this tape runs 75 minutes (1 hour, 15 minutes) and begins with an interview, 


| then training in the gym, followed by great wrestling action pieces, featuring mixed wrestling action and then Cat vs. Olympia. This is NOT staged 
| apartment-house action—it is a mixture of pro/collegiate wrestling. | 


7 ‘ | enclose $_________. Please send me the Video Views tapes as circled below (Circle VHS or BETA) and please keep me informed on new | 


| releases. We do not offer PAL, but some foreign video machines can play VHS. New Jersey residents add 6% tax, Canadians MUST send postal | 
_ | money orders in US funds. Cash may be sentif you certify the envelope. Please make checks/money orders out to WPW-Video Views and send to | 
| Box 429E, Midland Pk, N.J. 07432. Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. Please send: 


Video #1=$60 Video #2=$60 —_—Both videos = $110 Please circle: VHS or BETA | 
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Mixed Matchese 
Women vs Women 

40 Min. Preview Tape 
$35°° VHS*BETA 


of Mixed Match 
$3° for Catalogs 
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SIZZLING WOMENS WRESTLING 


WOMEN vs WOMEN 
MIXED MATCHES 


Special Interest, PO. Box 984 


Miller Place, NY. 11764 


VIDEOS AND PHOTO SETS 


SEND $2.00 FOR 
CATALOG TO ar 


CREATIVE FILMS 
PO. BOX 98 
E. SETAUKET, NY. 11733 


THE WRESTLING FANS INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION IS: 


BOX 451 
FREEPORT, IL 61032 


®The largest service organization within 
the Pro-Wrestling Community oriented to 
the Wrestling Fan and is truly interna- 
tional in its scope. 

W.F.I.A. was founded in 1967 by a 
group of very dedicated Wrestling Fans to 
service the needs of the individual fan as 
well as to new and established affiliated 


NAME(S) 


MAILING ADDRESS 


STATE ZIP 


Fan Clubs. Our primary objective is to pro- 
mote and develop the important relation- 
ship between Wrestling Fans, Wrestlers, 
and Promoters. 


®An active, informed, and growing asso- 


ciation of fans with members throughout 


the United States, Canada, Europe, Japan, 


Australia, and New Zealand. 


®A professional quarterly magazine - THE 


WRESTLING FAN NEWS - acknowledged 
as the finest of its kind. Items contained in 
the WEN include: 


Detailed Feature Articles. 

® Profiles. 
Regional Coverage. 
Technical (such as “Wrestling Photo- 
graphy’). 
Fan Club Forum & Fan Club Listings. 
Editorials & W.F.I.A. news. 
Classified Ads (free to members). 
Wrestling Hot Lines. 


®Action-Packed Annual Convention. 


Excellent Wrestling Cards and Events. 
Meet Wrestlers, Promoters, and Fans. 
Exhibits. 
Other Special 
Events. 
Auction, Raffle, and Trivia Contest. 
Annual Membership Meeting. 
Guest Speakers. 

» Awards Presentations. 


“Wrestling Oriented” 


®Organized and active affiliated clubs 
throughout the World which cater to the 
specific interests of the Wrestling Fan. 


®W_F.I.A. sponsored 
merchandise avail- 
able at discount 
to members. 


[_] $16. WFIA Membership* (U.S.) 
L] $20. WFIA Membership* (Foreign) 


| “Includes Card and Certificate 

L] $ 4. Additional for Family Membership 

L] $ 3. Sample issue of WRESTLING FAN NEWS 

CL] $ 5. WFIA's “Getting Started” - complete Fan Club guidebook. 
_] Check enclosed (payable to W.F.I.A.); book prices include postage. 


‘RASSLING FANS - THE ESSENTIAL INGREDIENT 
, W.F.1.A., BOX 451, FREEPORT, iL 61032 


EYE-OPENING — 
ACTION EACH MONTH 


IN 
WRESTLING 


“ DON'T MISS A SINGLE 
_ PILE-DRIVING ISSUE _ 
~. SUBSCRIBE NOW AT THIS 
) LOW PRICE!!! 
| 46 PAGES OF COLOR IN 
~ WRESTLING’S BIGGEST 
+ MAGAZINE 82 ACTION 
PAGES!!! 
INSIDE STORIES ON 
WRESTLING GREATS OF 
_ TODAY AND YESTERDAY! 
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SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 


| JEMS INC. 
Lod WricstLinc P.O. BOX 3359 WEJ 
ee TEANECK, N.J. 07666 
ANIMAL VS, : ; 

| | ONE YEAR SUBSCRIPTION US $24.00 

RIC FLAIR 2 (12 EXCITING ISSUES) 
AULK HOGA 
CANADA & FOREIGN $30.00 


(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 
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Photos by Tony Kush 


Reagan and Gorbachev may 
have chatted in Geneva, but the 
i-Fel eo |-] o}- 1m (ole) qo) t-ler- alam @ial(er-(e lop 
Sgt. Slaughter took the U.S.— 
Soviet rivalry one better when he 
faced Boris Zuchoff, the Russian ° 
Heel. : 

Sgt. Slaughter is a rare breed. 
Not only does he put ‘God and 
Country’ above all else, but the 
Sarge was the first wrestler to 
defect from the WWF ranks. An 
established star, he was second 
only to Hogan in popularity. Alas, 
Sarge was unhappy and packed 
his bags for the AWA. Single 
handediy, Slaughter won the 1985- 
AWA $100,000 tag team battle 
_ royal (his partner, Jerry ‘Crusher’ 

_ Blackwell had been injured ear- 
lier). Against overwhelming odds, 
he succeeded—beating Billy Rob- 
inson and Kimala in the final min- - 
utes. Following this, hewon the 
Americas title (from Larry Zbyzsko) 


“on June 21, 1985. ° 


This time, Boris Zuchoff faced 
aliagimiaWedal(er-(e(ommm Mal-Mant-\celamat-le 
been building for months, ever 
since the closing moments of an - 
ESPN-tv taping. The man from | 
Wifeksere)'m ar: (eM elelaniel-leW-\ant-laler-lpe 
Olympian Brad Rheingans. Not 
content with winning, Boris 
estan] el=1em tal-mco)oMco)el-miait=ialeli ale pce) 
crash down on Rheingans’ lower - 
limbs. Standing nearby, Slaughter 
rushed in—declaring ‘WAR’ on the 
Russian. No summits or SALT I! 
Mele i(om-j(e)oh tali-me)s(-mal al-Met-1ge [= 
tome] 0} @ (e)me)(elslen 

In Chicago, Slaughter made the 
mistake of underestimating the 
Soviet’s treachery. The American 
came alone, no allies at his side. 
»Zuchoff did not. His henchman, 
Chris Markoff was waiting in the 
wings. No sooner had the Sarge 
entered the ring, than Zuchoff 
attacked. Superpower arsenals of 
straps and loaded boots were 
called to the front. The Russians 
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The match was hardly underway when Slaughter was doubled-teamed. Notice, the Soviets are using Slaughter’s own gun belt to 
choke him. 
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RANDY SAVAGE 
And Sexy Elizabeth 


Photos by Jim Ross 
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It’s a matter of taste, but almost 
everyone has flipped for the ele- 
gant Elizabeth. A curvaceous 
cutie, she’s a gracious change 
over the brassy Miss Hyatt or sassy 
Precious. Wrestling fans adore her 
‘Stand-by-your man’ disposition. 
And among the grapplers, her 
dazzling beauty has fluttered more 
than one heart. Jesse ‘The Body’ 
Ventura publicly threatened to 
teach Randy ‘Macho Man’ Savage 
to respect her or else. The original 
Neanderthal Man, George ‘The 
Animal’ Steel has also fallen under 
her White-Magic spell. 

As Savage’s manager, Elizabeth 
is not scared of the violent-tem- 
pered wrestler. On the other hand, 
she's delighted by his devil-may- 
care shortcomings. She loves the 
action and excitement, which have 
replaced everyday doldrums. But 
don't let this mislead you. Pretty as 
she is, Elizabeth will be around 
only as long as she is needed. 
Last Thanksgiving, for example, 
Bobby Heenan seconded the ‘Ma- 
cho Man’ against Hulk Hogan in 
Bloomington, MN. Elizabeth spent 
her Thanksgiving a thousand miles 
away and under strict orders not to 
see anyone. 

When push-comes-to-shove, 
Randy Savage won't let anyone 
stand in his path. Before dropping 
Elizabeth temporarily for Heenan, 
the contemptuous ‘Macho Man’ 
bashed-out his own brother 
‘Leapin’ Lanny Poffo. It took him 
only five frightful minutes to pin 
Lanny in Uniondale, NY. Randy 
will make no excuses for it, he 
doesn't like his poet-acrobat 
brother. 

Believe it or not, this is probably 
what attracted the sweet Elizabeth 
to him. Shy and unassuming, she 
envied Randy's demanding, atten- 
tion-grabbing personality. She 
took comfort in the way he brow- 
beat others into submission. Tired 
of being mundane and ordinary, 
Liz hoped some of his reckless 
traits might rub off. Even DEAR 
ABBY will tell you—opposites at- 
tract. Neglected or not, she’s not 
out to change the wild man from 
Columbus, OH. 

However, should she begin to 
drag her pretty feet, she’s finished 
Randy ‘Macho Man’ Savage didn’t 
come to the WWF to be passed 
up. He's hungry and definitely on 


‘Is there anyone better?’ The ‘Macho Man’ struts his stuff 


the track of something ‘big’. In his 
first Madison Square Garden crack 
at the Hulkster (Dec. 30, 1985) 
Savage upset the champ before 
26,092 fans, after 14 minutes of 
bloody battle. Rumors at ringside 
said that Hulk Hogan deliberately 
stayed outside the ring. If it’s true 
that Hulk was stalling, then Randy 
has only been delayed, not . 
stopped. ‘More hours in the gym 
would be good advice to the Hulk- 
ster. There’s also Tito Santana and 
the Intercontinental championship. 
Here, Randy Savage would be 
facing a man more his own size. 

‘Arriba ! Arriba !’ won’t hold off 
the temperamental challenger, and 
the Tex-Mex titlist has been only 
lucky so far. 


olsllallele @ 


Randy Savage was born on 
November 15, 1952. As young- 
sters, he and Lanny saw very little 
of their wrestling father. A top wres- 
tler, Angelo Poffo, spent a great 
deal of time on the road, cam- 
paigning for a title crack at Buddy 
‘Nature Boy’ Rogers. Lanny, the 
creative one, filled his empty hours 
by reading, writing and practicing 
his gymnastics. Randy was more 
into roughhousing and playing 
baseball. After high schoo!, he 
won himself a spot with the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Playing in the 
minors, the ‘Macho Man’ led the 
Florida State League in homeruns 
and RBI's. In the off-season, he 
wrestled under a mask as ‘The 
Spider’. In 1976, Randy chose 


Savage is making life difficult for Tito Santana as he applies a 


grunts & groans over bats & balls. 
Together, the Poffo’s formed a 
powerful tag team combination. 
However, the emotional childhood 
competition for their father’s lim- 
ited attention resurfaced. Things 
were fine until Lanny won the ICW 
championship. Then the ceiling 
was Off and the stakes were raised. 
Randy took off after his brother as 
if they were bitter enemies. He 
couldn't stand his well-behaved 
brother doing better, especially in 
the sport of their father. On July 
21, 1979, the ‘Macho Man’ beat 
Lanny for the title. The victory was 
somewhat shallow and meaning- 
less. 
In the WWF, Randy Savage 

seeks redemption! 
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DICK THE BRUISER & 
THE CRUSHER 


By Mike Bellew 
Photo by Tony Kush 


It’s a dream that runs over and 
over again. The Bruiser has Steve 
Regal suspended way over his 
head, while The Crusher pounds 
away at Garvin in the far corner. 
The Crusher swings Jimmy to the 
canvas at Garvin in the far corner. 
The Crusher swings Jimmy to the 
Canvas with a hip toss; and 
Bruiser dumps Regal on top. The 
referee doesn’t even bother with a 
formal three-count. Simply, the 
AWA tag team belts awarded to 
their new owners—the Muscle 
Men From Milwaukee. 

“It ain’t just a dream,’ boasted 
The Bruiser. “It’s a premonition, 
like Julius Caesar and the Ides of 
March! Regal and Garvin ain't in 
our league. We'll murder the 
bums.” 

The Bruiser and The Crusher 
are a Striking contrast to other tag 
team. For one thing, they’re older 
than the hills. These two beer- 
guzzling loud-mouths have been 
around since Elvis and Ike. The 
Bruiser played offensive guard for 
the 1951-54 Green Bay Packers. 
His cousin, the Crusher, started 
wrestling with the long-since re- 
tired Stan Holek. The Bruiser 
etched his scrawl into the history 
books when he started the infa- 
mous 1957 Madison Square Gar- 
den Riot (EDITOR’S NOTE: see 
WRESTLING EYE # 1 for details). 
As old as they are, The Bruiser 
and Crusher have the emotional 
age of spoiled ten year-olds, coup- 
led with superhuman strength. If 
they don’t get their way—watch 
out! Regal and Garvin shouldn't 
sleep well until these guys are 
firmly retired. 

With the Road Warriors, the 
strongest team in wrestling, in the 
NWA, the way is clear for Crusher 
and Bruiser. Don’t be surprised if 
this arrogant duo win back their 
belts. 

“The titles don’t mean a thing,” 
snarls The Crusher. ‘The belts I'd 
like to have are the ones | plant on 
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With the Road Warriors in the NWA, Crusher & Bruiser are now the strongest team in the A 
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Garvin's glass jaw. The guy's a 
wimp and he needs a haircut.” 
The Bruiser wouldn't mind giving 
Steve Regal a flat-top. “Imagine, 
two of the wimpiest guys in wrassl- 
ing stinking up our belts.” 

Dick The Bruiser was born 
Richard Afflis in Indianapolis, IN. 
He won a football scholarship to 
the University of Nevada, where he 
majored in beer-drinking. After 
three years of pro ball with the 
Packers, Afflis chose to wrassle. 
His style was never for the weak 
hearted—a snapmare and hip 
toss, but mostly slamming and 
bamming. He did well as an indi- 
vidual, but things really heated up 
when he teamed with cousin Reg- 
gie Lisowski—The Crusher. Reggie 
was also a brawler and good wres- 
tler, even holding the AWA world 
title briefly. But together, they were 
the strongest and toughest combi- 
nation around. 


“We never retired,” denies 
Crusher. “What's to retire? No one 
could ever beat us and as long as 
we're beating everyone out there, 
what's the point?” In the old days, 
they slugged it out with Buddy 
Rogers and Lou Thesz; today it’s 
Abdullah and Blackwell. ‘| think 
it's gone strictly downhill. Some of 
these young punks don’t weigh 
enough to be golfers, never mind 
wrestlers. In them days Garvin and 
Regal would have been ring at- 
tendants.” 

To this day people still talk about 
the time The Bruiser broke up Alex 
Karras’ joint. The ex-Detroit Lions 
guard, now the co-star of ‘Web- 
ster’, had foolishly agreed to wres- 
tle Dick. On the eve of their legal 
get-together, The Bruiser paid a 
personal call at Alex's nightclub in 
downtown Detroit. The Bruiser 
challenged Karras to come out- 
side; he refused. This upset the 


A furious Dick The Bruiser belts Koloft. 


wrestler even more and he Sav- 
agely attacked Karras behind the 
bar. When the police arrived, The 
Bruiser still wouldn't behave. Two 
officers were severely injured—a 
broken leg and three broken ribs— 
before others managed to cuff 
Dick. 

The Crusher is just as far from 
sainthood. A lit cigar is his favorite 
weapon. ‘Stick that in someone’s 
face and watch how quick theyll 
run home to mommy.” However, 
the fans love them, and most feel — 
The Bruiser and Crusher are 
merely fighting fire with fire. “Beat- 
ing the bad guys, that’s what we're 
about,’’ says The Bruiser. ‘‘We’ve 
had a long hard climb to the top, 
and these punks try to get aoee 
without the hard work.” 

“We don't care how nice looking 
Regal and Garvin are, they’re cat 
chow after we get through with 
‘em, laughs The Crusher. 
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THE MONTH 
Buzz Sawyer vs. ‘Pistol’ Pete Whatley 


Photos by Tony Kush 


a es = “Taichaljciatatah Bale" iieaialate een 
Bee ee 


Whatley took immediate control, trapping Sawyer in an excruciating shoulderlock. The referee thought Buzz would conc ad et 


Minutes passed before ‘Mad Dog’ was able to twist sideways and relieve some of the pressure. 
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Revenge was on Sawyer's mind when he suplexed Pete to the hard stadium floor. The referee counted both wrestlers out-endi ng the 
brawl ina double disqualitication 
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Up on their feet, Sawyer softened up ‘Pistol’ Pete 
with a few good chops to the jaw and temples. 
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‘Before entering the ring, Buzz ‘Mad Dog’ Sawyer eyesh 
tough competitor. | 
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‘FLYING’ BILL ANDERSON 


Making The Grade 


Text & Photos by Lester Karlson 


| recently asked Billy if he 
thought he would ever go on the 
road full time, and aim for that 
championship and a big career? 

Bill’s answer was a simple yes. 

The Phoenix-based wrestler 
went on to say that he intends to 
go On a nationwide tour in 1986. 
Promoters from that country are 
interested in having Billy appear, 
and talks are currently going on to 
secure his services. 

Publicity sheets and photo- 
graphs have been sent to several 
wrestling offices, and by the time 
this publication gets on the stands 
there is a great possibility that Billy 
Anderson will be wrestling in your 
area. 

Wrestling promoters and their 
booking agents keep on top of 
young talent, and there have been 
favorable reports and results from 
Southern California and from Mex- 
ico where Billy Anderson is consid- 
ered Gringo # 1. Smart promoters 
want assets in their territories, not 
liabilities. 

We mentioned when this article 
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started that Billy was trained by 
Kurt Von Steiger. The German 
wrestler was a keen amateur and 
was a very successful member of 
the German Olympic team. When 
he was not ccaching the youngster 
from Phoenix, Kurt made sure that 
his protege understood the whole 
sphere of wrestling. He would often 
sit down and have Billy set up a 
ring by himself, a task that is not 
as easy as it sounds. 

Discipline and hard training 
were the ingredients of the Kurt 
Von Steiger recipe for success. 

Billy Anderson is a product of 
the German mat master, and his 
lessons have paid off. 

Wrestling Eye hopes and wishes 
Billy Anderson every success in 
his efforts to capture the fame and 
fortune he desires. 

He started his wrestling career 
as a fan at the age of five. That 
was twenty years ago, and the 
years have brought him a lot of 
success and personal satisfaction. 

Born in Detroit, Michigan, he 
moved with his family to Phoenix, 


A co-star of the wrestling movie 'GRUNT’, Anderson (L) is familiar with the Hollywood Scene. Here, he bodyguards Linda 
‘EXORCIST' Blair. 


Az at a young age and has had 
close ties with that city and state 
ever since. 

lt was in Phoenix that he be- 
came a wrestler at the age of 16. 
He was trained by Kurt Von Steiger, 
former co-holder of the World Tag 
Team Championship. The hard 
work and training by the German 
took hold and brought the young- 
ster the junior heavyweight cham- 
pionship of the State of Arizona six 
weeks after making his profes- 
sional debut. Eight months after, 
he won the Southwest Junior 
heavyweight title. 

Billy packed his bags and moved 
to Memphis, where he wrestled for 
a short stint before leaving the 
wrestling business and heading to 
Chicago. He lived and worked in 
the Windy City area for five years. 
During that time he became in- 
volved with an independent promo- 
tion there, and was a fast-rising 
star for them. He was spotted by a 
member of the Indianapolis-based 
WWA. They signed Billy up for 
some matches and he became a 


From fan to wrestler, Bill Anderson has made a momentous transformation. 
Bill holds a professional win over Paul ‘Mr. Wonderful’ Orndorft. 
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great favorite for the organization. 

The call to return to Arizona 
beckoned him. When he did, it was 
only a short time till he once again 
became a state champion. This 
time he was in the heavyweight 
division. He stayed in the area for 
several years and became a top 
favorite for a number of promotions 
there. 

A move to California brought 
him success and fame. On a World 
Wrestling Federation card at the 
Olympic Auditorium, before a 
packed house of 10,000 fans, he 
pinned Paul ‘‘Wonderful’’ Orndorff 
to the mat for the count of three. 
Billy Anderson is one of the few 
wrestlers ever to win such a deci- 
sive victory over the top star of the 
WWF. 

What has happened to Billy 
Anderson since that nite and WHO 
is Billy Anderson? 

Billy Anderson is 25 years old, 
Stands 6 feet and weighs in at 245 
pounds of solid muscle. A good- 
looking single fellow, he’s a quiet 
individual, a non-smoker and 
drinker, and a strong man of con- 
victions against the use'of drugs. 
He can justly be called ari All 
American boy, not only in real life, 
but also as a wrestling personality. 

His wrestling style is that of the 
old school. No super hype, no 
gimmicks, just plain good old wres- 
tling. At times his abilities in the 
ring startle not only his opponents 
but also the fans and promoters. 
Why then hasn’t Billy Anderson 
made it to the limelight? A good 
question. The answer is multiple. 
Billy has diluted his wrestling ca- 
reer with several other business 
ventures. The most recent is that 
of a movie star. The silver screen 
has become a part of Billy’s portfo- 
lio. He has a part in the newly re- 
leased movie, GRUNT. Billy has 
also done a TV commercial for 
blue jeans, and has some other TV 
work lined up. His other interest is 
that of police and law enforcement. 
He is currently taking courses in 
this field at a community college in 
the Los Angeles area. 
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Peggy Lee kicks away at Terri Heartwell. 
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Tracie Richards (R) is led to the ring by her manager Bev Shade. Lisa Darnell, a big favorite with Western fans. 


Despina Montogas (R) and Tracie Ri chards 


56 WRESTLING EYE 


rotary lls 


3 


WRESTLING EYE 57 


PROMOTER OF THE 
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Photo & Text by Matt James 


Excitement spread throughout 
the state when promoter Tor Berg 
informed Alaskans that big time 
WUCcrVillale Muvolel (om el-maat-Ldinle Miicme(oe 
but before summer’s end. 

“It's about time!” shouted enthu- 
siastic fans. Sure there’s plenty of 
wrestling on the tube; but as lower 
48 fans have known for many 
years-you have to be there in per- 
son to really capture the excite- 
ment pro wrestling generates. 
Alaska was no longer going to be 
left outin the cold. — 

Alaskan fans got their first taste 
of “live Mat action” on rainy Au- 
gust night this past summer. The 
A.W.A. was in town and the rowdy 
crowd roared their approval as the 
beloved Sgt. Slaughter entered 
dalemaiaremComelomercltiicm\Uldamaraitsre) 
Larry Zbyszko in the evening's 
main event. The bout ended in 
shocking fashion when Nick Bock- 
winkle stormed from the dressing 
room and proceeded to assist 
Zbyszko in executing a crunching 
fofoleje)(-me)ii-10ldh'.-1me)aicominimee)aleigei (=) 
floor. The’Sarge had to miss a 
Aale)aldamomucelatame)mpatsicoalstome [02m come | 
falsie). quia} [ei ava Ble) /amellj male) mele) omial= 
good Sarge swore revenge. 

AMalcctomaate)et-t-larem totam iim tale 
Sullivan Arena that night with 
hoarse voices and, only one ques- 
tion on their mind: ““When’s the 
next wrestling card?!?” Enter pro- 
moter Tor Berg. Mr. Berg is the 
president of Alaska All Star Wres- 
tling, and since that first August 
card, he has promoted several 
others in Alaska. Thanks to Tor, 
fans have been treated to such 
stars as Freebird Mike Hayes, 
Buck Zum Hofe, Larry Zbyszko, 
lceman Burk VanCamp, Scott Hall, 
lalemaatstalvme)catqim@ie)(e mele lal-me)m olce) 
wrestling. This past October, Mr. 
sioigem Ole @alt-t1.c-Melamialom icc iiiale 
areteme)’arclac-lare|ialemale)a@e)a(omm ele) 
TWO world title matches in the 
Sretantc marie a] am me)'-1\Va Or-lalelm BIiVlal= 
had a real tough battle against the 
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Third from the left, Tor Berg never misses a match at the Sullivan Parone 


rugged Canadian Sherry Martel, 
lo) 0) maar-tar-le[-emcome)iamal-ime)e)ele)al-ial 
and retain her A.W.A. World’s 
Women’s Title. The second match 
saw A.W.A. World Heavyweight 
Champion Rick Martel lose by 
D.Q. to Freebird Mike Hayes, al- 
though he kept his title. 

Berg, a former grappler, prides 
laligatsioi}melam e)ce)aare) tare meve)arcii-icci al (hy 
top-rate wrestling cards. He’s quick 
Com ole}ini melelmiir-laiar-Uahme)m tal-melle 
promoters are no longer interested 
in presenting quality matches to 
the public. 

‘Promoters like Vince McMahon 
(WWF President) are purposely 
making a joke out of the sport to 
attract a new breed of fan, and 
make money. | think they're back- 
Sj tclele)iave ml) maatomle)\-lMt-lalcmu ele 
WVclgom (alsieom (0)elem el1(0)¢-mini-mOnalel 
|Mr-10)o]~) at-oaml Malcom antclemi-me)celasle)diare m=! 
circus instead of a sport, which is 
why his wrestlers have little credi- 
bility as athletes...In any case 
Hulk Hogan couldn't wrestle his 
7c \Wmole] Ge) a=W o}-| 0l-1arey-(elmm Mal -mant-le 
is the Walt Disney of wrestling, and 
when this fad fades away he'll look 
lcolel ale m- (ale mect-l|P4-m-limiple\-1-m eo) (elele| 


late mele) mr-latomalom-leyrolare(elal-vo marcus 
now left him.” 

Convinced that WWP Heavy- 
MMeriel ala @iar-tan/eleammiell am ielet- a) 
lacks true wrestling skills; Berg 
recently announced plans to spon- 
sor a $100,000.00 Winner Take All 
match between Hogan and A.W.A. 
Champion Rick Martel. Martel 
(of Ul fe ahvare le lccicrem (Omg lomenat-Ui-iale [= 
match but, as of press time, Hogan 
has yet to respond. 

Tomalisme)are(eliare M=1icelg@ Com) ale) i (or-tal~ 
only the best talent, Berg has de- 
cided to book stars all over the 
Witstsjtiiale mel (0) elon 

Berg will also no longer promote 
exclusively in Alaska. Plans are 
now in the works to present cards 
in Guam, The Fiji Islands, Western 
and Eastern Samoa, and the Philli- 
pines. 

ma'AY(<Mlc lp) mel0lar-jai(ome)m olce)anreltiare| 
to reach audiences who've never 
lar=(omdgome)e)oceladvlali Nam (em[=\)\M 0) (0)(ciu 
sional wrestling.”’ 

We at WRESTLING EYE salute 
Tor Berg and the entire All Star 
SiC lim ola iatsiim@arclcom eld. a@iamelelare) (en 
ing the “sport” element of pro 
wrestling. 


‘An All-New Look 
With Your All-Time Favorites’ 


John Ort * Champ Thomas * Linda Platt * 
Al Braverman * Mike Bellew * KO Lane * Jess Hernandez!! | 
Photos by Bob Bonner *Pete Goldfield * Will Hart *Tom Casino. | 
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Why risk missing a single exciting issue? Subscribe and have BOXING BEAT, the 

beat in boxing, delivered to your door every month. From ringpost to ringpost, for | 
worldwide results, ratings, profiles, and action-packed pictures it’s BOXING BEAT, : 
the most colorful fight magazine in the world! : 


( ) Yes, send me 12 issues of BOXING BEAT. Mail check or money order to: 
| JEMS INC., 

P.O. Box 3359WEJ 

Teaneck, N.J. 07666 


| SUBSCRIPTION: 12 issues only $24.00, $30.00 in Canada and outside U.S.A. 
(U.S. Funds only) 
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SCOTT HALL 


A Rocky Road To Greatness? , 


~~ 


By Matt James 
Photos by Tony Kush 
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Ask any pro wrestler and he or 
she will tell you breaking into the 
Mat-Sport is no easy task. Due to 
an abundance of talented grap- 
plers out there, today’s promoter is 
pickier than ever. If you’re a begin- 
ning wrestler, in most cases you 
had better have an impressive 
amateur background or else forget 
about signing with a major promo- 
tion. An unwritten law in the wres- 
tling business states that unless 
you’re an Abdullah the Butcher 
clone, you can’t make it to the top 
without a solid amateur foundation. 
Fortunately, there are exceptions 
to this rule; one young rising star is 
proving he can beat the odds. 

His name is Scott Hall and he’s 
currently a top ten contender for 
Rick Martel’s A.W.A. World Heavy- 
weight Championship. Unlike a 
Bob Backlund or Ric Flair, Hall 
knows far more about weight-lifting 
and bodybuilding than how many 
points you score for a reversal in 
amateur competition. Nevertheless 
at 6’9” and weighting a solid 290 
pounds, Hall is one of the sport's 
most imposing warriors. Through 
the early guidance of Ricky Steam- 
boat, Scott literally went straight 
from the gym to a wrestling ring 


and it has been nothing but 
smooth sailing; at least thus far. 

Wrestling’s self proclaimed 
‘‘New Living Legend,” Larry 
Zbyszko, calls Scott Hall: 

‘‘A big, tough monster...one of 
the strongest and most determined 
guys out there.” Quite a compli- 
ment coming from the egomania- 
cal veteran Zbyszko! 

Although the compliments keep 
pouring in, some wrestling experts 
remain skeptical. While no one 
can dispute Scott’s incredible 
strength, many feel he’s lacking in 
the skill department. As one vet- 
eran writer put it: 

“When | look at Scott Hall | see 
a young man who obviously has 
spent a great deal of time pumping 
iron in the gym. And as far as I’m 
concerned, that’s the problem! 
Scott has “‘main event” strength, 
but his overall wrestling style is too 
one-dimensional and predictable. 
He has to start adding to his reper- 
toire. Scott should spend less time 
working with the weights and more 
time sharpening up his wrestling 
skills. With the proper amount of 
work, this kid could someday be 
unstoppable!” 

Hall has built up an impressive 


record of late. During the past 
several months since his arrival in 
the A.W.A., the Tom Selleck of 
wrestling has gone nearly unde- 
feated both in solo and tag-team 
competition. Hall scored the big- 
gest victory of his young career a 
few months back when he and 
partner Curt Henning defeated 
then A.W.A. tag-team champions 
Gorgeous Jimmy Garvin and Steve 
Regal in a non-title match. Consid- 
ering this big upset victory, many 
fans feel the Big Coyote is ona 
non-stop mission to greatness. 
Looking a bit deeper, however, it 
becomes apparent that Scott’s 
road to greatness might just be 
paved with pitfalls! 

1. QUESTIONABLE OPPOSI- 
TION: As stated above, Hall has 
gone nearly undefeated lately. The 
A.W.A. lists Scott as a top ten 
world contender. Sooner or later 
he’s going to have to prove his 
worth. In order to be considered a 
major title threat, Hall must meet 
and defeat such tigers as Stan 
Hansen, Larry Zbyszko, Jimmy 
Garvin, and Mike Hayes. 

2. PREDICTABLE STYLE: No 
he’s not Abdullah the Butcher 
when it comes to style, but he isn’t 
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‘Wild Bill’ Irwin cringes in agony as Hall twists away. 
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exactly Ric Flair either. Up to this 
point in his career, Hall has gotten 
by on his strength alone and has 
done well. But as everyone knows, 
you had better have a lot more 
than just raw power if you’re think- 
ing about dethroning Rick Martel. 
The fact is, Martel has proven time 
after time his total superiority over 
wrestling’s “strong boys.”’ Perhaps 
it wouldn’t be a bad idea for Scott 
to seek the aid of a good manager. 
A top manager would help add 
speed and variety to his ring style, 
creating a more well-rounded ath- 
lete and professional wrestler. An 
equal mixture of science and sav- 
agery would almost ensure Scott 
Hall’s future success. Speaking of 
managers, the always cunning 
Larry Zbyszko offered his manage- 
rial services to Scott and received 
a big flat NO! | wonder why?! 

-3. CAREER DIRECTION: Rather 
than concentrating his efforts on 
one title, (Martel’s) Hall has been 
regularly competing in both tag- 
team and singles competition. 
While the team of Scott Hall and 
Curt Henning have done well, we 
feel at this point Scott is far better 
off pursuing a solo career. Take a 
look at any top tag-team in the 
country. With the exception of 
maybe the Road Warriors, every 
member of every team has at some 
point done extremely well by them- 
selves. Scott just can’t rely on 
always having a partner by his 
side, whoever it may be. The most 
important ingredient a young wres- 
tler can gain is experience. Scott 
must gain it on his own. 

4. TOO MUCH TOO SOON?: 
Hey, it has happened more than 
once in the world of professional 
wrestling. Perhaps the most fa- 
mous burnout case is WildFire 
Tommy Rich. Here was a kid who 
was so young and had so much so 
fast: talent, charisma, fan support, 
and the N.W.A. World Champion- 
ship firmly strapped around his 
waist. Tommy was looking forward 
to along and successful title reign 
but something went wrong. He lost 
the belt in a little over a week, and 
never quite fully recovered. Sure 
Rich is still a hit with the fans, but 
where are the big titles and big 
victories? Was Tommy Rich justa 


flash in the pan? Perhaps, but 
more likely is the possibility that he 
just couldn’t handle the pressure 
of being a star. Fan pressure is 
unrelenting for some wrestlers, 
and on more than one occasion 
resulted in clean fan Faves turning 
bad. How will Scott react to this 
pressure if he feels any at all? 


u 


The 6'9” Hall is chopped in half by a knee to the mid-section. 


Only time will tell. One thing’s for 

certain, though, Scott hasn’t been 
around that long and already he’s 
a Superstar. 

With the right amount of effort, 
Scott Hall has what it takes to over- 
throw Hulk Hogan as wrestling’s 
number one kingpin! We wish him 
the best of luck. 
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By! Mike O’Hara 


Some say the drive which made 


America great is a thing of the . 
____ past. People today aren’t willing to 


put in the hard work that’s neces- 
sary. This might be true in other 
fields, but in wrestling the young 
are as strong as ever. In our sec- 
ond issue, we profiled just some of 
the men and women working to- 
wards their goals. Here are a few 
more of the hundreds of rookie 
grapplers out there. All over, wres- 
tling schools are popping up, and 
the gyms are filled with determined 
future champions. 

_ The money is one reason; wres- 


tling is, after all, a lucrative profes- 


sion. However, for most it’s more 
than just a need for money. Wres- 
tlers want the fans’ dedication, the 
excitement and the pleasure of 
being the best. Pro wrestlers start 
out as fans, they're long-time wres- 


_ tling groupies. Harley Race began 


his career as a valet to ‘Country 
Boy’ Humphrey. Wrestlers will 
always be into wrestling even when 
it isn’t cool (apologies to Barbara 
Mandrell). When wrestling is no 
longer ‘chic,’ there will still be fans 
and there will still be wrestlers. 
There are several excellent 
schools for would-be wrestlers. 


Killer Kowalski runs a program 


(Box 67, Reading, MA 01867) in 
Boston. Buddy Rogers, the original 
‘Nature Boy’ has a school at Box 
345, Westville, NJ 08093 and the 


Wild Samoans are at 295 Treadwell 


St., Hamden, CT 06514. Red Bas- 


- tein can be contacted at Aerobics 


& Nautilus Unlimited, 10211 Bal- 
boa, Northridge, CA 91325, and 
Tony Altomore’s school is at 518 
Boston Post Road, Orange, CT. 
Mark Tendler runs a school at 75 
Wedgewood Dr., Hauppauge, NY 
11788 and Champ Thomas has a 
school and matches for lighter 


-_wrestlers at Box 18201, Denver, 
Colorado 80218. 
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_ natural roughhouse ways. 
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Going by no surname, this hairy fellow is called ‘Rasputin the Rulebreaker . 
Big John’ Callahan has reverted to his | > 


Ansar 


Super-heavyweight Apollo Athens is determined to bea big star. The tong Island native is currently working onthe East Coast and is 
known for his quick temper. 4 ee 


ACTION PHOTO OF THE .- 
MONTH 


ANGELO MOSCA VS. DICK SLATER 
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WRESTLING EYE’S w&estung 
OFFICIAL RATINGS EY? 


WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION (WWF) 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— 
HULK HOGAN 


Contenders .. 

Tag Team Champions: 1. Tito Santana 6. Magnificent Muraco 
Greg Valentine and 2. Roddy Piper 7. Randy Savage 
Brutus Beefcake 3. Junkyard Dog 8. Iron Sheik — 

4. King Kong Bundy 9. Greg Valentine 
5. Paul Orndorff 10. Davey-Boy Smith 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION (AWA) 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— STAN HANSEN 


Tag Team Champions: 


Contenders 
Scott Hall and Curt Henning 1. Boris Zuchoff 6. Larry Zbyszko 
2. Rick Martel 7. Michael Hayes 
3. Sgt. Slaughter 8. Terry Gordy 
4. Mongolian Stomper | 9. Curt Henning 
9. Jerry Blackwell 10. Nick Bockwinkle 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE (NWA) 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPION— RIC FLAIR 


Tag Team Champions: = psteanics Erich 6. Lance Von Erich 
The Midnight Express 2. Billy Haves 7. Magnum TA. 
: 3. Dusty Rhodes 8. Tully Blanchard 
4. Wahoo McDaniel 9. Jerry Lawler 
5. Kevin Von Erich 10. Harley Race 


WOMEN’S RATINGS. a 
WORLD WRESTLING FEDERATION (WWF) 
: WORLD’S CHAMPION—FABULOUS MOOLAH _ 


ie Conteriers 6. Liz Chase | 

2 _ Tag Team Champions: 1. Sheri Martel (AWA-NWA Champ) 2 8 
ba Velvet Mcintyre and 2. Debbie Combs 7. Le Lani Kai i 
_ Desiree Petersen ; 3. Candi Divine | 8. Despina Montogas 


9. Susan Starr 


4. Wendi. PCRS ae 10. Desiree Petersen 
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Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

| am a big fan of Ladies Wres- 
tling. But, | am very disappointed 
that women matches are not tele- 
vised more. | see more new ladies 
in WRESTLING EYE, but we don’t 
see them in our area. It would not 
hurt if ladies matches were tele- 
vised more often or even had their 
own show. In Japan, the women 
are very popular and have their 
own show. | would like to know 
where | could write to Vince McMa- 
hon Jr., sol can ask him to put 
more ladies on his programs. 
Sincerely, 
Michael Guerrero 
New York, NY 


(EDITOR'S NOTE: You can write to 
Vince McMahon Jr. at Titan 
Sports—81 Hollyhill Lane, 
Greenwich, CT 06830.) 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

Your magazine is much better 
than the other wrestling maga- 
zines. You cover the whole wres- 
tling scene quite well and you pro- 
vide interesting information that 
the other mags never talk about. | 
hope that you're going to have a 
fan letters page in WRESTLING 
EYE. My favorite wrestler is Hulk 
Hogan. In my book Hulk is the only 
world champion. Ric Flair and Rick 
Martel are wimps compared to 
him. Hulk would beat them without 
breaking a sweat if they had the 
guts to fight him. | saw Hulk on the 
‘A Team’ and he made the show. 
He’s the greatest! some of my 
other favorite wrestlers are Paul 
Orndorff, Roddy Piper, Hillbilly 
Jim, Jesse Ventura and Ricky 
steamboat. 

Keep up the good 
work, 

Sharon Myers 
Johnstown, PA 


Dear Editor, 
| found WRESTLING EYE a very 


interesting magazine. I've read the © 


feature on Hulk Hogan: Profile Of 
A Champion and the feature on 
Who Is Cyndi Lauper. | feel that 
Cyndi Lauper should be barred 
from wrestling, period. She has no 
wrestling experience and her in- 
volvement in wrestling cost Wendi 
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Nico 


Ralph Carpinata wants to be a middleweight pro wrestler. Hes 160 lbs., with a 46° chest. 


Richter the title, a month before 
Wrestlemania. Also if Cyndi 
Lauper hadn’t gotten involved in 
wrestling, the Fabulous Moolah 
wouldn't had to lose her champion- 
ship belt and title to Wendi. 

— If you'll note Ms. Richter’s com- 
ment: ‘| would never have won the 
title without her.’, referring to Cyndi 
Lauper. If Cyndi Lauper is barred 
from wrestling and banned from all 
the arenas, there's no question 
Wendi Richter will lose the title. 
There's a lot of talent in the wres- 
tling world and Cyndi Lauper isn’t 
one of them. Wendi Richter isn’t 
worthy of being the WWF Ladies’ 
Champion. There are other women 
wrestlers who are better qualified 
to be champ. 

Sincerely, 
Cecilia Rivera 
Queens, NY 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

When will MR. T. return to wres- 
tling? | don't think wrestling will 
ever be the same since he left. In 
just one match he provided more 
excitement than anyone else has. 
MR. T. should go for a world title. 
Since he’s friends with Hulk Ho- 


gan, he'll probably go for Rick 
Martel’s AWA belt or the NWA 
crown of Ric Flair. | think he could 
beat béth of them. I’d also like to 
see him wrestle Hulk Hogan in the 
future. 


Ron Farkas 
Cleveland, Ohio 


Dear Editor, 

JERRY LAWLER IN 1986— 
that’s all | want to say. He’s the 
best wrestler around. 

steve Dunhill 
Dallas, Texas 

Dear Editor, 

| just picked up a copy of WRES- 
TLING EYE. It was great to see a 
whole section devoted to women 
wrestlers. The full-page picture on 
Pg. 71 of the airplane spin was 
great, too bad it was not a front 
shot. But, great action pictures like 
that, you don’t see in other wres- 
tling magazines. You will be get- 
ting my one-year subscription very 
soon. 

Your Friend, 
Jane Van Orden 
West Palm Beach, 
Florida 


Reader Ron Farkas believes Mr. T could be a champ if he gave it a try. : 


a 


Dear WRESTLING EYE, 

Why are there so many repeat 
wrestling shows on cable-tv? For 
instance on Saturdays, they have 
the NWA show from the South. 
Each week, they have the same 
wrestlers on. Is there a limit on 
wrestlers in this group? Dusty 
Rhodes, Tully Blanchard, Ric Flair 
and the Russians, don’t they have 
any other competition? What about 
the girls in the NWA, why don’t 


azine. I’ve never read a magazine 
quite like yours. Your articles cut 
through the hype and get to the 
facts. Usually | read a magazine 
just for enjoyment, your magazine 
is different. Not only do | enjoy 
reading it but | also learn a lot 


about wrestling. Keep up the good 
work. 


Rick Murphy 
Leavenworth, 
Kansas 


Dear Champ Thomas, 
| just caught your recent article 
in WRESTLING EYE and am very 
glad to see that there is someone 
who cares about the smaller guys. 
I'm about to enter Buddy Rogers’ 
Wrestling School. I'm 5'7” and 
weigh 160 Ibs. They want me to 
get my weight up 205. I’d much 
rather wrestle at my own weight, in 
your federation, if that is possible. 
I’ve included a photo of myself. 
Ralph Carpinata 
Belmar, 
New Jersey 


Dear Editor, 

I've just read your second issue 
of WRESTLING EYE. I’ve got to 
tell you after watching wrestling for 
a good 20-years, and reading other 
magazines, your’s is by far the 
best. It’s great to see some one tell 
the truth for once. Your story on 
Ken Patera was great. The TV 
promoters tell you he’s on tour. Ed 
Garea's story on the three different 
federations was great. Finally, an 
explanation on how they were 
formed and who runs them. And 
your just matter-of-fact short sto- 
ries are fine. | liked your story on 
Hulk and his knee. | also liked the 
story on the ‘Hammer’ and whose 
son he is. 


Please never change your for- 
mat. 


Michael Ojeda 
it 


they ever have them on television? 
| get sick and tired of watching the 
same faces every week. They 
should have wrestling shows from 
different parts of the country. 


| SEND ALL LETTERS TO: 


Art Price 
Trenton, WRESTLING EYE 
New Jersey JEMS INC. 


P.O. BOX 3359 
TEANECK, N.J. 07666 
ATT: MANAGING EDITOR 
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WRESTLING EYE: 
| wanted to write and say that | 
was real impressed with your mag-| 
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COMBAT SPORTS/HULK HOGAN 
A HARD TEAM TO BEAT! 


WREST ony. 


HULK HOGAN FAN CLUB oe = 
ACCEPT NO IMITATIONS! 

Since 1979 we are the original, 
authorized and ONLY FAN CLUB EN- 
DORSED BY THE HULKSTER 
HIMSELF! Yearly dues are only $5.00 
for exclusive color photos, giant an- 
nual, photo list, profile sheet, member- 
ship card and surprises galore! Sup- 
port a true champion and his true club! 


SUPPORT THE FAN CLUB! 
Sanctioned by the Hutk’ \ | 


Join Now! Let The Hulk \) 
=a 6 
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~ Current Pro Wrestling/ Roller Derby/ Karate 
NEWS & RESULTS 


Combat Sports published Bi-Monthly 


Single Issue: $2.00 
Yearly Subscription: $12.00 (includes 4 color 


photos, membership card & photo list) 
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SEND YOUR CHECK OR COM BAT SP OR TS 
MONEY ORDER (N U.S.A. FUNDS) TO: P.O. Box 651, Gracie Station 
New York, NY 10028-0011 


i 
SUPER LISTS- Only 50¢€ for a list of posters, WRE STLING Posters = magazines 
programs sy eniss ovt!! 


I 
programs, photos, magazines, and more! Lots of { 
| GRAB BAG ans. = 
I . 


interesting items for sale. Don’t miss out!!! 
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A SINGLE ISSUE OF GWNS IS ONLY 
$1.50 WITH A SELF ADDRESSED 
STAMPED ENVELOPE. 


SUBSCRIPTION RATES ARE $7.00 


FOR 4 MONTHS. 
A YEAR’S SUBSCRIPTION IS $21.00. 


GLOBAL WRESTLING NEWS SERVICE, 
31 GROVELAND ST., 
SPRINGFIELD, MA 01108 


Become A Professional Wrestier... 
“This One Has It All!” 
‘No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 


. Learn all you need to know to become é 
ae = Professional Wrestler. Find out how to 
Sigg contact promoters in your state. Also 
i 
> Silire 


| Mane iearn the professional way to train. 
PPE 


Send $4.00 In Check or Money Order To 
BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 


“RE-NU-U. . works beautifully !”’ 


GEORGE HOLMES ofthe INK SPOTS... 

Says — ‘“‘Since! have been using PLEASURE SHAVE, it has 
solved my shaving problems — and no more five-o’-clock 
shadow! | also use RE-NU-U Hair Rejuvenating Lotion and 
it works beautifully ! | stopped my fallout and have even 
filled in my bald spots. 


PLEASURE SHAVE is the Best Skin Care Treatment for 
in-grown hair, razor bumps and shaving rash. 100% 
Money Back Guarantee (if not satisfied within 30 days). 
Rub Pleasure Shave into the skin after shaving and before bedtime. 


You willsee results ina few days and mostskin problems are goneina 
few weeks. Guaranteed ! 


== ------=-~-----~--~- ORDER NOW! '------------------ 
RENUL) © PLEASURE SHAVE - 3 Months Supply — $19.95 
sa CL] HAIR REJUVENATOR - 3 Months Supply - $39.95 


Name CO Check of Money Order (No COD) 


Order Total 


Address = CL) Master Card LiVisa Exp Dale 

sales Tax (NV residents add 5.75%) 
1st Class Shipping 

State__ Zip Signature —____ (outside U.S. $4.) $3.00 


T.S.C. Ltd. Forel 


City —‘C™CSCSCSCSCCC UE Car 


P.O. BOX 70960 LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 891 70-0960 


== Your favorite Athlete on a Professionally produced 
2: colored Tee-shirt 


High Quality Silk Screening 
Only $7.50 (+ $2.00 Postage and handling) 


: Check or Money order to: 
zs. Sports Prints 

: 399 Bronxville Rd. 
Bronxville, New York, 10708 


Allow five weeks for delivery 
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Athlete , size 


Name 


Address 
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“GET TOUGH, USE THE 
RIGHT STUFF!” 


VINTAGE SEMI-PASTE 

Paint remover for: Autos, Airplanes, Boats and Industrial 

Machinery 

e Removes paints & primers such as Enamel, Lacquer, 
Acrylic, Leadbase & Urethane to the metal 

e Excellent on gel-coated fiberglass such as Corvettes and 
boats 

« Contains no acetones or ketones 

® Non-flammable 


NOOPY’S® LIQUID 


Paint, Varnish and Stain Remover for Wood or Metal 

* Removes lacquers, enamel, shellac, varnish, stains, 
leadbase buttermilk, and synthetic finishes 

e Will not harm wood, veneer, inlays, metal or glue joints 

® Super duty, industrial strength 


NOOPY’S® SEMI-PASTE 


Paint, Varnish and Stain Remover for Wood or Metal 
* Contains all the benefits and power of NOOPY’S® Liquid 
but as a semi-paste, will cling to vertical surfaces 
2 and 55 Gal quantities also available 
To receive FREE picture of Paul ‘'Mr Wonderful’ Orndorff and Heidi Lee 


Morgan, send label of ANY NOOPY’S product & sales receipt with purchase 
price circled.” 


NOOPY'S products are available through all SERVISTAR™ Hardware. Lumber 
& Home Centers, and other fine hardware, paint, and auto body suppliers i 
not available in your area, send $19.95 check or money order per gallon to 
NOOPY'S. MasterCard & Visa accepted. Picture enclased with each order 
Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery 


‘IF NOT AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA. SEND $15 per gal.. $6 per gt.. to 
pals 3. We pay freight. Picture enclosed with each order. Allow 2-4 weeks 
or delivery, 


Charge MasterCard Vise My check or money order is enclosed 


CS | Ee 


MISS NOOPY 


HEIDI LEE MORGAN PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY: 


NAME _ 


NOOPY’S’ RESEARCH, INC, = 


CITY __ 


STATE = — = ZIP 
PHONE ( } 


en 


BOX 274, RT. 40, RD #3 NEWFIELD, NJ 08344 (609) 358-6001 


SIGN HERE ; 


THE MASKS THE PROS WEAR! 


Now for the first time OFFICIAL WRESTLING PRODUCTS 


is making available to the general public the same 


wrestling masks as worn by the superstars of Pro 
Wrestling. Masks are available in seven electrifying 
colors: Red, White, Blue, Black, Green, Maroon, and 


Yellow. A must for every wrestling fanl!! 


Name: 


Address: 


| City: State __ Zip 


= 
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Send $19.95 plus 2.00 for postage and handling 
To: OFFICIAL WRESTLING PRODUCTS (please check size) 
101 North Klevin St. 
Anchorage, Alaska 99508 Small 
ffadium 
Color : Large 
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(please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery) 
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LIKE TO HURT PEOPLE 


A FULL LENGTH FEATURE FILM 


STARRING 


The Sheik 


NOTICE 


| | Se ee _. : This is a full length 
Andre the Giant pi, 34% -—_ 3 
D Se Rh Hae Sn nam st cs - : A e ‘ — feature film depicting 
Yu O 
Te y Funk the career of the most 
rry Fun . . 
D A ate ‘ -_ violent professional 
ory Fu ~~ ww 7 ~ : : 
CPEOPLE, Se wrestler of all time. 
Abdullah the Butcher OPE, * ih A 
islethelbruiser : _ His name is The Shiek 
Ox Baker OSOUSTNGKY RAL oS a = and ne Likes To Hurt 
— Fy People 


| | j ¥ _- : : at 
And many more... = 


Shoring 
@ TRE SHEIK ANGRE THE GAN! ABDULLAH THE BUTCRER 


THE BEST WRESTLING FILM EVER MADE 


COMPLETE YOUR VIDEO LIBRARY 
1 LIKE TO HURT PEOPLE $59.95 


ORDER FORM 


Monsters of the Mat Vol. 1 39.95 NAME 

Monsters of the Mat Vol. 2 39.95 

Ringmasters; Great American Bash 59.95 BDERESS 

Hellcats, Female Mud Wrestlers 29.95 hy SATE SS FIP 
Best of WWF; Vol. 4 59.95 

WWF's Amazing Managers 59.95 DENOTE FORMAT; VHS ~WWW______ BETA 

WWF's Wrestling’s Country Boys 59.95 

The WWF Wrestling Classic 39.95 TITLE PRICE 
All Star Wrestling; Vol. 2 39.95 $ 
Best of WWF; Vol. 3 59.95 5 
Wrestling’s Biggest, Smallest, ; 
Strangest & Strongest 59.95 : 
Rowdy Roddy Piper’s Greatest Hits 59.95 $ 

All Star Wrestling; Vol. 1 39.95 $ 
Wrestlemania 39.99 (Please add $3.00 for shipping & handling) $3.00 
Best of WWF; Vol. 2 59.95 TOTAL 

Andre the Giant 59.95 

The WWF's Most Unusual Matches 59.95 

The Lords of the Ring 09.95 MAIL TO: OFFICIAL WRESTLING PRODUCTS 
Battling Beauties 59.95 101 N. Klevin Street 

Best of WWF; Vol. 1 99.95 Anchorage, Alaska 99508 
Hulkamania 59.95 

Wrestling’s Bloopers, Bleeps (please allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery) 
and Blunders 59.95 


By Joshua Adams 


MISTY BLUE from Glen Falls, 
New York holds the World’s 
Women’s Wrestling Champion- 
ship, as recognized by the Inter- 
national Wrestling Federation 
based out of Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 

This writer recently had the 
opportunity to have an exclusive 
interview with Miss Biue for 
Wrestling Eye magazine. 

Q. Misty, how long have you been 
champion and when did you win 
the championship? 

A. | have been the holder of the 
World Championship since May 
1st, 1985. | won the title in a tour- 
nament that was held by the inter- 
national Wrestling Federation in 
Portland, Maine. 

Q. Since winning the title, how can 
you claim to be the one world’s 
champion when there are several 
other girls that also claim the 
honor? 

A. Well as you know, Moolah has 
the World Wrestling Federation 
recognition after she won the belt 
from Wendi Richter in November. 
sherry Martel has the claim as the 
American Wrestling Association 
girl champion. Neither Moolah nor 
Martel has accepted my challenge 
for a showdown at any wrestling 
venue. 

Q. Why do you think they haven't 
accepted the challenge? 

A. | can answer that very simply. 
[ma better wrestler than either of 
the above-named “champions.” | 
do feel that the AWA champion is a 
wrestler with a lot of talent and 
would like to meet her in a match. 
Q. How did you enter into profes- 
sional wrestling? 

A. | was always interested in wres- 
ting and saw an ad ina girl wres- 
tling publication stating that Killer 
Kowalski, the former World Heavy- 
weight Champion, was training 
girls for a pro wrestling career. | 
made contact with Mr. Kowalski 
and, well, the rest is history. Today 
lam THE World Girl Wrestling 
Champion. 


: aa _Q. How tall are you and how much 
_ do you weigh? 


A. | am five feet five inches tall 
and weigh 135 pounds. 
76 WRESTLING EYE 


GE ALL 


Q. How ofter do you train and what 
training methods do you use? 

A. | train every day. Some days it’s 
intensive, while other days it’s 
light. | alternate the training. If | 
have a championship match com- 
ing up | train real hard a day or two 
before the match. The day before 


the encounter | train my mind hard. 


Q. What do you mean you train 
your mind hard? 

A. | study my opponent. | try and 
get a video tape of her past 
matches and review them over and 
over again. | look for those short- 
comings that she has. It pays off 
every time. | find her weak spots 


lees saved Misty from going head-first onto the arena floor. 
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and attack her right there. ¥ 
Q. Do you do that from the start of 4 
the match? ~ \ 


A. Sometimes | do, and other 
times | let her get her confidence 
up and then go for it. Like | said, it 
hasn't failed yet and | still have the 
championship. 

Q. Do you really think that your 
challenge will be taken seriously 

by the “other” title claimants? 

A. Yes, to a degree. But | do feel 
that by issuing the challenge to 
them via the pages of this maga- 
zine | will be taken seriously by the - 


fans. od 
Q. Since winning the title where — 4 es 


have you defended the belt? 

__ A. All over New England, parts of 
_ Canada, in Texas for the NWA 
office in Dallas. |! was on World 

Class Wrestling’s TV program 

defending my title. | have also put 

my title on the line for the Mid 

South Wrestling Association 

group. They promote all over the 

south. | have also taken the title to 

Puerto Rico, a number of Carib- 

bean islands and | have been con- 

tacted by the promoters in the Far 

East to defend the title there. So 

you can see that my title is far from 

just a “regional” title. 

Q. Do you have any favorite finish- 

ing hold? 

A. | like to use a flying body press 

and also a bridge hold. 

Q. Let me just run a few names off 

to you and please give me your 

comments. 

A. Debbie Combs. One of the best 

girls in the business. She has all 

the makings of being a champion 
and | would like to give her a shot. 
| understand that she has mixed 

her career of wrestling with that of 

a singer and dancer. 

Linda Dallas. One tough little 
gal. She is small, only 4 ft 11 
inches but she Is like a stick of 
dynamite. | have wrestled her sev- 
eral times and she Is one danger- 
Ous gal. | 

Liz Chase. Miss Chase is a fine 
wrestler and even though | have 
not had the opportunity to meet 
her | am sure that we could have a 
classic match. 

Moolah. Her social security 
check is waiting at the post office. 
she had a lot of talent and is a fine 
lady, however, she should take 
care of business from the ring 
apron as a manager and not as a 

: | —— es . wrestler. 

_ ROSS ae a ~ @Q. Misty, what do you think of 

SEN VST — mixed matches? 

NAG > A. |have never been part of these 

matches. | do think that there are 

enough girl wrestlers around to let 

them just wrestle each other. 

Q. Well, Misty, | just want to say 

thank you on behalf of all the read- 

ers of this magazine, and we sup- 

port your idea to have an open 

chalienge to the other girls that 

claim the title. 

A. Thank You. 

50, readers, that is an insight 
into one of the top flight girl wres- 
tlers of the world today, Misty Blue, 
World Girl Wrestling Champion. 
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mole Sloelkell Sekiiale) 
EXECULIVE Packages 
Please Call: 
i-oOO-465-2000 


Located directly on 300 feet of private Gold Coast 
Condado Beach, the Ramada San Juan offers you 


_entertainment par excellence. The Polo Room and 


Lounge features gourmet food, gracious service, live 
entertainment and an open patio overlooking the 
beach and swimming pool. 

The Casino has roulette, blackjack and craps in a 
magnificent, ocean view room above the restaurant 
and lounge. 

The guest rooms are all kingsize and beautifully 


appointed. 


For reservations Call your Travel Agent or Ramada 
San Juan. Call.Toll Number 1-800-228-2898 


1045 Ashford Avenue, San Juan, Puerto Rico 00907 
(809) 724-5657 
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